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C0NGBES810HAL.
gi-IKCU OV I1U Kllh.IT,

or SOUTH CAROLINA,
On ike Resolution tubnutled by Mr. tooie, of Mtssts-

fiin *, "» rtlaitan to the Compromise Msaswro, delivered
in tie Strutte, Dutmber liund 10, 1851.
Mr Pkxsidkmt : Al the cloee of the last session

nf (."ongresa ibe senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Clay,]"ot now in his .eat, in replying ¦to MrtainreiMMk.
! had made on the resolution he had offered relative to
he negro riot in Boston, thought proper to throw out
ionic pei»onal imputations against me. 1 his senator had
before when 1 was nut a member of the Senate, dealt in'

,r,a of imputation. I arose whilst he wa»
.tieaking, anJ stated to the Senate that, whilst 1 had not
ill,* slightest objection to ihe personal course the senator
was pursuing, I hoped the Senate would not deny roeIhe privilege of replying to it. The senators from all
wu of the chamber promptly Mid "certainly. Thelenator from Krtitucky expressed his wilhngueaa that 1
should reply to him, but as he was according to the
¦isnies ol the Senate, delivering a final speech iu reply,
. .d wished the vote of reference to be takeu on the res¬
olution when he had closed his speech, lie said h* would
v eld the floor then, if I wished it. that I might respondJo bis remarks. 1 answered that 1 could not do that,
because he had not yet finished his speech. The sena¬tor?"round me then laid. "Reply when the report on
tbt if solution comes in." To this 1 aaaeuted. 1 he rea¬ction w*s then referred to the Judiciary Committee.
I waited here afterward# in my seat every morning for
the report of th<s committee, prepared to reply. I lie res-
olut'on was refeired on Monday, and on luesday,Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, anil Saturday, I waited
my seat in vain. On Saturday we got into the contest

on the internal-improvement bill, which not only con¬
sumed all the time which could have been applied to such
a matter, but very nearly occasioned the loss of the ap¬propriation bills. 1 mean to blame no one for the report
not being made; but I wish now to say, that so soon as
li e senator from Kentucky bhall appear in his seat, and
he able to mingle in debate, I shall throw myself on the
indulgence of the Senate to make the reply 1 then medi a-
ted to his imputations. My business now will be with
the senator irom Mississippi, [Mr. f ootic.J

If that senator had thought proper to announce on the
floor of the Senate that, according to his views of the
constitution of the United States, a State had no right to
secedelfrom the Union, and that, therefore, if she uid se¬cede ?roin the Union, those of her citizen# who sup¬
ported her in her secession would be demagogues and
raitors 1 do not know that 1 should have noticed hisIs,uons. From the foundation of the government, the
principles on which such a conclusion might rest, have beenInat'.ers of deputation. But the senator did not I'ursue
this course. He denounced the "secessionist# of South
Carolina as "demagogues and traitois, seeking to' dis¬solve the Union, and lavished his praise# on those
whom lie said had overthrown them. There is not
much force in epithets: they are generally the resort#
0| ^lly weaknees or malignant rage, lo a man intent
upon trave lealitie# or #eriou# enterprises, aflect.ng hisrights and liberties, words arc very trifles; and words
like these have so often been used by tyrants and their
minions when they would |»erfidiously betray the people
or strike Town liberty, that 'they can V of little conse-
,iuei.ee to a freeman, much lee# to a senator I would not'

v the slightest regard to them when falling from thatUator, bui lor the lact that I sta:;d here in a repres«nta-t^e capacity. Sir. General Gage, wilting to the British
eovernment, describe# the revolutionary patriots m Bos¬
ton as " troublesome demagogues who deceired the
nfODle and would not let the.n lest in their rightiul alle-Liaiue;" and 1 doubt not that Benedict Arnold, alter he
had deserted our cause, spoke flippantly of Washington as
a foul rebel and traitor. The men of ihatdaywersnot
hurt bv epithets or denunciations, nor will any man be
concerned about them who is conscious of defending his
lights and liberties. It is with the reality 1 <°
.leal The people whom 1 represent aie. the greater parl of
them, 1 believe, seceffcionistv-they are
1 hesitate not here to say, as a citizen of South Carol na
and a senator, that, under the circumstances in *h'ch ,he
South is now placed. 1 am a M^io.nst-I am
unionist. So long a# my sovereign-the Mate I repre
,ent.shall continues the Union. I am bound. "'.m
sworn, to support the constitution of the United States,
but, in in\ opinion, ihe compact of the constitution is vi¬
olated.the Union of the constitution is dissolve!.and
it is her duty, as it is her right, to protect her people from
the oppressions aud dangers which surround them. 1
iKOPOfe this day to lay belore the Senate some jf1*Irounds upon which. 1 believe, the |>euple of South Car¬
olina have come lo the conclusion that ihev cannot. uader
existing circumstance*, live in peace, much less irr honor,
in ibis confederacy. unless it shall be reformed from its
foundations Since 1&40 (not twenty years sgo. as the
senator Irom Mississippi represents) I b*ve despaired of
leformnm this government by the government itseit "
capable of reformation, it must be reformediii m^^opin-lon by the sovereign partie#to the constitution Whether
they should attempt to reform it by their independent ac-',on or break it up finally, should this action fail in re¬
forming it, will depend upon the fact whether '««. a
or an irremediably bad government. 1 here is nothingwrnrm in upturning governments. Bad governmentsouthfto be overthrown.good governments on y ought
tn te supported , and on this principle it we* that our
ilhers b^a seven year#" war, dissolved their union with
the Rri'lisfi throne. The q-iestion is, what sortof gov-
trnrrent is now practically established over the South y
the covernmeut of the United Stales; and. solving thisquefuoo, wc will be able to see who are the demagogues

uk. .p 1b.c3.pr~,...-it i> called which the senator from Mieeiewppi de-
Kiibes »« not only constitutional, but most b«netp
«nt in 1" operation*. According to his new. it has
allayed all the griefs, dis^isedall the dl*£^Ue°the southern people. and is worthy °J *
[xession in the Senate of their most ardent and grateiui

,U^erV«fl-S"rong. if any exist towards the
South. *s in the dinpoeition of our territories, [o know
iU magnitude, vre must understand the
ritorie" 1 bold in my hand a statement of our tlemtettm
before we acquired by treaty any territory from Mexico
They were aa lollowa;

square ln,|M
1 Northwest of the Mississippi and east of

the Bocky mountains, exclusive of the
^^Indian territory -t.,,;'2 Add the part of the old Northwest Terri¬

tory addeJ to Minnesota in vio.ation ol
the Virginia deed of cession - .

^ M3 Oregon Territory
1,051,047

Miking in all one million aifhty-MVan thousand and
forty.seven square milea, being territory enough to
make twenty-right Si ale* an large as Ohio. From all
thu territory slavery wan excluded by the Missouri Com¬
promise and the act establishing Oregon a Territory. I
was a member of the other house when the last measure

pasted, and 1 remember well the earnest appeals made
by ilie members from the Iree States to the members
from the slaveliolJing States not to opjiose, tlie exclusion
ol slavery Irom Oregon, and thus di*mih the Missouri
Compromise. We stood, under their ap|wals, to the laith
of the Missouri Compromise, anil on this ground alone
the bill passed and obtained the executive sanction, as
appears in the presidential messige to Congress accom¬
panying it* approval.
By inch professions, abandoned aa soon as the Mis¬

souri Compromise could give anything to the South, the
free Stales appropriated all of our territories.enough, aaI have ahown, to make twenty e'ght free States, and
enough when organized into States to give them the
constitutional majority in Congreaa to alter the constitu¬
tion as they pleased But tins did not aatisfy them.We acquired aflerwarJa from Mexico, by treaty

fvjtiarr mile*.California .....44^,691New Mexico U4.033T«ia« as they aflerwarda took it . - .Vi,oiN

6i3,642Six hundred and twenty-five thousand six hundred
*nd lorty-two square milea.more than all the preaentfree States in the conlederacy, and enough to make eix-
'een States aa large as Ohio The controversy which
then arose by the pretensions o( the North, was Ibis
¦hsll the free State*, after excluding the South from colo¬
nizing with their slaves twenty-eight States, exclude
Hie South also from our Mexican Territories, and thus
appropriate to themselves sixteen Stales moreV If this
eiiormnua pretension was submitted to, u would give themthe power of organizing and having in the Union sixty-four free States, whiUt the South would retain bat fifteen
and in thia estimate I count Delaware as a slave State
Nor was thia all. The Indian terntory consist* ol .">3,346
square miles At the free Statea have now the power in
Congress, both in the Senate and House of Repreaenta
live*, the name* motieea and |K»Iicy whtch excluded us
from oar Territoriea would operate to prevent any new

Slate with the institution of slavery hereafter entering theUnion This policy would give thein four more fneStates from the IndUu territory. Nor is this all. Dela¬
ware cannot now be considered a slave Slate ; and if the
cotton States acquiesced in (lie inevitable tendency ofthings, in a few years, Maryland, Virginia, Kentucky, andMissouri would become free SUlea.being live freeStates more, and making the two sections of the Union tostand, relatively, seventy-three free States to ten slaveSlates

Such, sir, was the matter in controversy, immediateand prospective, concerning our Territories acquired fromMexico, with the distinct understanding on the part ofnorthern senators and representatives, as my honorablecolleague lias asserted, that no more slave Slates shouldbe admitted into the Union. It is true that Mr. Websterhas asserted that, by the terms o! annexation, the Southhad a right to have four new Slates from Texas; butwhat are southern rights worth in tins controversy?After we hav« submitted to be spoiled of forty-liveStates, will w« not be spoiled of four States more ' But
suppose we get these four States, they will make us ulti¬
mately foarteea slave Slates to sixty-nine free States.
Such was the state of things, and each the appallingprospects they presented to the South, under the preten¬sions of the North to exclude her peoule from all ourMexicau Territories. It was not merely a question ofhonor, but of existence to the South. If deprived of allthese Territories, they would speedily be tilled up by thefree States, and brought into the Union as free States.Independent of the natural increase of their population, atthe rate of immigration from foreign nations alone, theymust have an addition of not less than eight millions in

ten jears.enough of it-elf in this time to make as many
new free States as there are now slavebolduig Slates inthe Union. In thit, slate of things it would not requireanything more to be done by the free States to completetheir ascendency. Monopolizing all our vast territory,they would have only to stand still and do nothing, andtime would work out their mastery. By the multiplica¬tion of Slates they would soon be able to obtaiu the re-
quired majority under the constitution to altar the consti¬tution, and thus obtaiu the constitutional power to
abolish slavery throughout the South. Our doom wouldthus be consummated by the mere lapse of lime, as cer¬
tainly as autumn follows summer wnh its killing blightand decay. Now, under these circumstances, what didthe Compromise do for thfe South .' It surreudeted all ourTerritories to the North.
Mr. President, I put the question to (lie senator fromMississippi, Did not the Mexican Territories belong to

the southern in common with the northern States ! Hewill not deny it. The constitution expressly affirms it;and the time was when he was furious in vindicating our
common and equal right of projierty. We fought for,
won, and must pay for them in common. Then I putto him a second question : Are not the people of the slave-holding States practically excluded by his compromise
measures from colonizing with their slaves one acre of
these Territories Sir, no man of common honesty, or of
any honesty at all, who understands the matter, can saythat they are not. Is this no wrong to the South !.no
wrong morally .no wrong constitutionally ? The sen-
*tor now answers, no! and that the South hasobtaiued
by her exclusion all she demanded.all she had a right to
demand. He goes further, and affirms that we are consti¬
tutionally excluded, and that be never tieard a decent
argument here or elsewhere against the constitutionalityol our.exclusiun. I was not a member of this body when
these measures passed, hut 1 recollect reading a veryable argument from thesena'.or from Georgia, [Mr. B&k-
kikn,] not now in his seat, on the unconstitutionality ol
the very expedient by winch wc are excluded by h.s
Compromise. Sir, if the senator had said that there was
not a decent argument in favor of the constitutionalityof our exclusion, it would have been more in keepingwith the truth and his (ormer positions Look ai the
question in a high general view Our territories belong
to the States in common. The North, enforcing injus¬tice and inequality, excludes the southern Slates from llie
whole of them, and appropriates them all to ker purpo¬
ses of colonization. Can such a policy be constitutional .'
If it is, then the constitution is in itsefl an instrument of
injustice and inequality amongst the Stales. To take
this position is not only to give up our territones, bat to
give up the constitution. It is an instrument not to ex
tend by its principles justice and equality amongst the
people and the States, but wrong, inequality, and despo
tism. Such is not my conception of the constitution, and
therefore I infer that any |>olicy unjust and unequal in
ita opt rat ion must be unconstitutional. But let us ap
proach the constitutional question nearer- The consti¬
tution says "new Slates tnay be admitted by the Con¬
gress into the Union." Now, the question is, was Call*
forma a Stale at all when she came here to claim admit¬
tance into the Union. The senator from Kentucky, [Mr.
Clat.] who claims the paternity of these measures, dis¬
tinctly admitted in debate that the emigrants and resi
dents" in California, occupying and working contrary to
law the lands belonging to the United Stages in Califor¬
nia, did not constitute a Stale ; that the constitution they
sent here had no validity, and could only have validity by
the act of Congress. Well, then, how could California, not
being a State, be constitutionally admitted into the Union,
under a clause in the constitution which savs that " new
Statu may be admitted into the Union But, to come
lower down in the argument.that 1 might meet the sen¬
ator from Mississippi himself to controvert his position.did not that senator, by his signing the Southern Address,
and in a dozen other place*, strenuously contend that the
Wilmot proviso was unconstitutional.' Further than this,
he said, aa late asday belore yesterday, in replying to my
colleague, explaining the letter which he signed with his
colleagues Iroin Mississippi to the governor of that Slate,
" that the application of California to gain admission into
the Union, under all the circumstances of the case, was
but an attempt to obtain the pillage of the Wilmot pro-
t'i»o i« another Jorm"." that it was an attempt, on the
|iart of those pressing it as a separate measure, to obtain
precisely those ad\ milages in favor of the North over the
SoutU in California which the Wilmot proviso contem¬
plated." Now, as the attempt has been consummated,
exactly as then proposed, the admission of California into
the Union, according to the senator's authority, is
" the pattag* of the Hi/mot provito in another form " It
has obtained " precisely those advantages in favor of the
North over the South in California which the Wilmot
nrovmo contermila'eil "

Mr. FOOTE. Will the senator allow me lo interrupt
him f
Mr. RHETT. I would prefer not to be interrupted;

because the senator has not a good temper, and mine is
' not much better.

Sir, the senator is n*ht. lie did not then regard forms.
He disdained to quibble about words. He looked to the
thiri^. and that thing was the cvclusionof slavery from
oar Territories by the act of Congress Whether tbis
was done in a territorial bill, or a bill admitting Calilor-
ma into the Union, with the same words of exclusion in
her constitution, was very immaterial. Both forms of
excluiuon had their validity from the act of C-ongress,
an<l from that alone It wm the Wilmot proviso. The
Wilmot proviso, he contended, was unconstitutional
therefore, the admission of California, containing it in
her constitution, is unconstitutional. I leave the senator
to combat himself, with him at least, hia best authority.
We were Excluded from New Mexico and Utah in a

ditlerent mode. The Mexican laws had prohibited
slavery in those Territories whilst they belonged to her
The mode adopted was to say nothing in the territorial
bills about the exclusion of slavery from these Territories,
but to leave it to the President, by the judges and mar-

glials whom he would appoint, to have the Mexican
laws excluding slavery enforced against the southern
slaveholder, should he enter those Territories with his
.slave*. This was called "non intervention." 1 admit
that I voted for a bill of this kind (Mr. Clayton's bill)
when Mr. Folk was Premderit of the United States, be.
cautte I knew that, agreeing with me that the constitu¬
tion of the United States, overruling the laws of Mexico,
would protect that as prnperly whicTi was property in any
of the Stairs to whom those Territories belonged, he
would hp|k>1111 judges and marshals who would practically
enforce hw views of the constitution, and that thus these
Territories would be open for colonization to the slave
loUltl of the 8o«lh. Thus, although «here was legula
tive non tn/erventton, there was to be practically direct
executive intervention And so it is now Tha President
liaa appointed, out of the three judges for New Mexico,
the chief justice and one of the inferior judges who will
enforce the Mexican laws, emancipating any slaves who
might he carried into that Territory. In thia mode the
Wilmot proviso is enforced Will any man, under such
circumstances, carry slaves into those Territories' They
eon Id be immediately released from hia custody and
control by a writ ol ftabeai cm put He may appeal, it is

true, to the 8upreme Court ot the United States, and after
some yeara ^ may have a decision Hut in tha mean

tune where are his slaves I <»one. and gone forever
And should the decision be in Ilia favor, it would he of
no avail to him or anybody els* ; lor the majority from
the North in thia and the other branch of Congresa would
immediately admit the TerriJorie* a* States into the
Union. Ttie provision that these Teiritoriea shall come

into the Union a* State*, with or without slavery, is

worih nothing to the South Hy lha arrangement they
can only be free States

Having lliua shown thai the southern Stales, with their
institution of slavery, have been excluded Itojji everyloot of our Territories, let us pause to examine the motive
of our exclusion. That motive, openly avowed, is the final
extinction of African slavery throughout the United States.
1 he great object of all government is protection.pro¬tection to life, liberty, and property. By plundering us of
our Territories, it is proposed to weaken, degrade, and
then destroy us Sir, we talk with affected abhorrence of
European despotism ; and yet what despotism in Europe is
lh«re which does not protect property .' What government
in the world is there, saving this of the United States,
which »eeks, at one fell swoop, to extinguish at once
life, liberty, and property, amongst nearly one-half of the
people who uphold it! The foulest of all despotisms is
that which enters the domestic circle, and there, where
dwells alone the last refuge for happiness to man, in¬
spires discontent and excites to murder and blood. VVhat
hae Congress for the last ten years been but a grand abo¬
lition convention, preaching and inspiring insurrection
amongst our slaves ? What is this government but the
irresponsible and remorseless despotism of a majority,
governed by the lust of national domination aud fanati¬
cal propagandism ! And now, by this Compromise, we
are laiu helpless at their feet, soon to feel, if we lie there,
ihe heel which crushes us.

If there is nothing in the compromise measures to sat¬
isfy the Sohth with respect to our Territories, there is as
little to satisfy us in its other features. We need not re¬
joice that two States were wrested from us in Texas, and
given over to the North, whilst we have to )iay our por¬
tion of the ten millions by which it was wrested from us.
Nor need we exalt the Compromise in our praises, be¬
cause the slave trade is abolished in the District of Co¬
lumbia under the penalty of emancipation. If we have
got any benefit from these measures, it must be in the
fugitive-slave bill, originally no part of its composition.
Sir, when the fugitive-slave bill passed Congress, many
might have supposed, that it would have been faithfully
enforced, although incidents occurred at the time of its
passage, both in this and the other end of the Capitol,
which might have foreshadowed its fate. But, after a

year has transpired, for any man to stand up here and
say, while all tne rest of the compromise measures can¬
not be repealed, and this is the only one which may be,
that we of the South should express our high gratifica¬
tion at its success, is a most extraordinary thing. Look
at its operation. First, it was attempted to be enforced
in Boston. There all the forms ol justice were upset
anu mockery put upon them, and the slave rescued in
open court in broad day. Then came a gentleman from
South Carolina who tried to get his slave. He had to pay
five thousand dollars to get him, and then run him oif
in a steamboat at night. Have uny of those people who
committed the outrage in Boston been punished ? Wave
the laws been enforced ? No, sir. Everybody knows
that the ringleader was tried the other day and acquitted.
How is it in another State ? Look at the Christiana pro
ceeding, where murder was perpetrated. Has the law-
been enforced there.' Has anybody been convicted ?
The judges have determined that it is not treason; and*
now the farce is going on of trying those people for mur¬
der, or misdemeanor, or something else. 1 venture to saythat not a hair of their beads will bo touched. How is it
in Syracuse, where there was the same opposition to the
law, and a marshal wouuded in executing it f A form of
tnal is to be carried through ; but who believes that any
one will be convicted, or, if convicted, injured by any
conviction .' If you could box a jury who would convicl
any of thetn,! do not think you will find an Executive in
the North to sanction or enforce a capital execution.
And now, when this fugitive-slave law has been kicked,
and scoffed, and resisted, from one end of the North to the
other, we have senators here from the South who say,
let us stand to the Compromise The more our rights
have been violated, the more we love the violators. If
we praise them, they may pity us, aud forbear! Sir, in
China, a man is required, when he is introduced as an
ambassador to the Emperor, before he dares lift his eyes,
to strike his forehead three times on the floor. The sen¬
ator from Mississippi would not only have the Souih do
that, but lie would have her crawl, body and soul, to the
foot ol the Noith.there, with eyes ever closed, save
to implore, to be spurued. The law is treated with
contempt by the North, and we are to magnify it. More
than this, a State has nullified it. Vermont has nullified
it by her legislature,forcing an appeal to her Slate tribu¬
nals. The President of the United Slates, in his lair
message, seemed not to think it worth his while, while
treating of this subject, to mention that one of tfm sov¬

ereign States had nullified a law which he had said was

constitutional, aud right, and proper If there is any
om n in itself more fearful than another, showing our
true condition, it is that not merely individuals but sov¬

ereign Stales have nullified this law, in defiancc of the
legislation of Congress and the opinions and decisions of
the judiciary. If South Carolina or Georgia had nullified
any law of Congress, what lectures, here and elsewhere,
would have been delivered upon treason What homilies
would have been read upon the necessity of citizenif
obeying the laws and of traitors being executed! But
when a northern State nullifies a law of Congress, de¬
signed for the protection of the institutions of the South,
it is not worth while for the President of the United
Slates even to notice it, when he takes up the subject and
treats of it in hi* annual message! Ihe North are
our masters, and we their subjects! Can they do any
wrong i
Mr. President, I have thus endeavors! to show that

the Compromi*e, as it is called, is injurious to the South,
and would ultimately, I believed, tie destructive of our

rights and liberties. K this had been the first instance 111

the oper&iior.* of the government ill which it had de¬
parted from that course of impartiality which should char¬
acterize its dealings with all its members, we should have
sufficient reason, perhape, to let it pass, as it would not
be a result from the nature ot the system itself, but an

aberration w hich might be transient in iis character. But
as 1 have believed that the course of the Congress of the
United States with res[>ect to our Territories, as only a

sequence in a course of |>olicy which has existed for
many jears, is only another step in that course of aggres¬
sion and consolidation into which it is inevitably tend¬
ing, 1 deem it proper to lay before the Senate the grounds
of my opinions.

If I mistake not, from the very foundation of this gov¬
ernment to this day, the operation of it in its linancial and
pecuniary relations has had hut one uniform tendency,
and that has been to aggrandize the North at the ex|>ense
of the South. If I mistake not, the course of usurpations
submitted to has led to their legitimate sequences in the
measures of aggression which have been denominated
the Compromise To test the truth of this position, I
propoee now to go back and trace the financial opera¬
tion* of this government for many years past.
The two weak points in our system of government.

the most delicate and tha most important, and those
which created the greatest difficulty in the convention
which framed the constitution.are slavery and taxation.
Our fathers supfiosed that they understood the principle
of taxation, and believed they had provided against any-
improper or unequal taxation by the terms of the conett-
lution. If you look back to the first mcipiency of our

form of government, you will see there was very little
cause of dissatisfaction in its opt ration until alter the
war of 1818. That war demonstrated to us and to the
world that the great purpose for which the Union was

formed.protection against foreign nations.was accom

plislmd, and that we no more need fear the |»ower of
foreign nations We could stand self-sustained among
the nations of the world There was a spirit of forhear-
ance, a spirit of concession, amongst the members of this
confederacy previous to tire warof HI.' Then we heard
no muriners about taxation, no dissatisfaction about sla¬
very. Taxation was light. Its disbursements were

honest, and anti-slavery agitations were .unknown. But
as soon as thst war terminated, and the great fact was

demonstrated to us as well as to the world, that we were

self-sustained and self-sustaining, and that" tHe great
pressure from foreign nstions in consequence of our

weakness, which drove us together, no longer existed,
then sprung up differences ti|>on these delicate points.
Immediately after that war terminated, one of the
very first innovations was made upon the taxing
power. A .new principle was introduced in the
tariff of ISIS, which was pissed, and passed almost
with unanimous consent. So strong at that time was

the sympathy of each portion of the Union for the
other.so dear was the Union to all.that even those
who fully comprehended the unequal principles of this
measure were unwilling not to grant it. In a spirit of
generosity, the South was willing that protection for a

season should he afforded, and accordingly the tariff of
I<s 1H, while it provided for revenue, contained a prospec
tivediminution of duties In isia newduties were imposed,
but not without some dissatisfaction In 1M<» the Mis
souri question aro«e I)o you suppose, sir, that if that
question had arisen before the war, there would have Keen
any difficulty about it ' No. Hut then, we knew that
we were independent of the power of foreign nations, and
we turned our gs/e n|>on each other, and sectional dif
terence* srt.l rivalries sprung up The Missouri question
was settled by what was called the Mrsaoiiri Compr imise,
which amounted to nothing more tfean this submission
and concession by the South to the North, with the prin¬
ciple incorporated into it that Congress could prevent the
South from entering all tha territories belonging to them

with other State*. Missouri wu a State, whether this
government thought proper to lake her in or not. State
¦he was, and Slate she could have continued There
was no necessity (or compromise or concession on the
part of the South but, ait always has been the case, south¬
ern men were foBnd lo lead the South to concession.
The Missouri difficulty was scarcely adjusted, when in
four year# came up ihe tariff of 18114. Here you see ihe
pendulum vibratiug back aguin. Win. Lowndes, who
represented at that time ihe seventh congressional district
of South Carolina, which I so feebly represented in the
other bouse of Congress when compared with him, de¬
clared in ls22 that the people of trie South were the
most oppressed people apon earth.that, taking taxation
and expenditure together, the South suffered more than
any other people. The South murmured against the tariff
of 1824, but sue submitted.

In lour yeais more the tariff of 182S was enacted. You
know the history of the controversy which then arose.
All the southern States at first stood by.nay, stood be¬
fore.South Carolina. Then, us now, she did not lead.
They said as brave wordt, but did not redeem them; and
when the time came for her to submit utterly to the sys¬
tem of oppression laid on her by the. tariff of 1&28 or to
resist, she determined to resist. We know what was the
result.another compromise. Again principle was con¬
ceded, as in the Missouri case, by which again our op¬
pression was renewed. That was in 1833.
What next! In 1835 the pendulum vibrates again.

The North commenced a system of agitation in the other
branch of Congress, by which it was attempted to en¬
gross by the Congress of the United States jurisdiction
over the delicate subject of slavery. That spirit went on.
In 1838 the democratic party in the hall of the House of
Repiesentatives endeavored to resist it. And here let me
say for that party, with which I have ever acted, and to
wnicb, although I may not now be considered a member,
I was once proud to belong, they were at that day true to
the constitution and true to the South. And if the South
had done its duty, and maintained her interests and honor
as she ought to have done, the twenty-first rule would never
have been repealed. Our own imbccility has raised up
and strengthened our enemies against us in the North. 1
have no imputations to make against the North. When
I look back to my own section of the country, and see
what weaklier and timidity has characterized her
course, my censures (rather iny regrets) fall on her. It
is a high duty which States owe to themselves to protecttheir rights and their people from the oppression of other
States. They are as much to blame who yield lo op¬
pression as those who practise it. The latter do wrong ;
the former do also wrong, and are contemptible in their
submission, The same spirit.the spirit of submission
which preiailed in 1819 and 1833.rested over Congress
in 18-12, w.ien both the tariff of 1833 and ihe twenty-first
rule were overthrown. The interests of the North pre¬dominated in the one, and the fanaticism of the North in
the other measure.

Slavery again arose in Texas in 1844- 45, and the tariff
again in 1 $46. The tariff of 1846 was only a modifica¬
tion, and a very small modification, of the taritl of 1812
The difference between these two tariffs is not more than
three or four per cent ; yet the tariff of 1846 appears to
be considered by the North as a vast concession to the
South. Abolition meanwhile went on with its agitations.
Association were formed; ihe union of churches was
broken upn ; newspapers were established; everywhere
the spirit ol fanaticism arose ; and agitation, in ami out of
the halls of Congress, was in the common order of
things. The occasion aio6e by acquiring Territories
from Mexico, and it was immediately seized on lo put

'the ban oi: the institution of slavery, and pave the way
for its final overthiow.

II the South at the last Congress had otood firm, she
could have commanded any terms slit'pleased. Did any
compromise come from the North > No ; they stood calm
and immoveable, conscious of power, and allowed the
fearful and the weak to make their compromises and pro-
pose theii terms of concession. All the propositions for
compromises came from southern men. The pendulum
'swung back to slavery, and the South again fell. It
turns again and moves back to Ihe tariff, which failed last
winter in the House of Representatives by only five
votes; and I believe it would have passed both branches
of Congress but for the North Carolina senatots, who
were instructed by their State to vote against it. Is the
tariff dead Is it not to arise in its order, and again take
tie turn for agitation and aggression? Thus, sir, you
see thai upon these two great points there seeinn to be,
necessarily, an antagonism between the two sections of
the Union. They alternate in a continual collision

Lei Ub now go back to the lifcal operations of this
government, and fee what they have been in their beaiiug
on the North and South reflectively, if 1 mistake not,
they exhibit one consistent course of aggrandizement on

the part of the North at the exiienr* of the South,
I believe that the different portions of the Union pay

the taxes on the imports in proportion to their exports. I
will not, however, now go into an elaborate argument
to prove this proposition. I believe it not only to be
true, but short of the (ruth to show the burdens'of the
South. At another liine I might enter into it. At pres¬
ent 1 will merely stale the principle of my calculations
and the conclusions to which they lead.
The whole amount of duties collected from 1701 to.

11S45, deducting drawbacks, amount to $u27,050.0tf7.
Of this sum the slaveholding States paid #711 ,2i>0,-
000; the iion-slaveholding Stales «jr2l j,s»50,0j7. Had the
same amount been paid by the two sections in the con-

stitutiooal ratio ol federal representation, the slavehold-
ing States would only have pud $3^4,707,017, and lh<)
North gt.'>32,342,I»0, according to the system of direct
taxation directed by the constitution. The slaveholding
States therefore paid #310,402,O!v2 more than their just
proportion I know lhat lhe basis ol this calculation
will be disputed ; but will be prepared at a future day
to defend it.

I>ook at the enormous difference between the two sec¬
tions. During that time 300 millions of dollars, in the
financial operations of the government, have been wiested
from the South and given to the North. How has this
money been expended/ Has it been expended as it was
collected, or even equally in all sections of the Union I
Although doubt may be (Drown over the amount of taxes

paid by ibe North and South respectively, on account of
the insidious system of indirect taxation by which they
have been collected, there can be no doubt as to their ex-
i>enditure. The reports do not discriminate generally
out in 1837-'38, on a call made in the Senate, Air.
Woodbury.a northern man.reported to Congress that
in five years, from 1*33 to 1837, out of 102 millions of
expenditure only 37 millions were in the slave States:
yet during the name year, according to the principles of
my estimate above, the slave States paid #0 millions of
duties to 171 by the free Slates. Therefore, whilst all
the North contributed to the support of the Union was

spent within her own borders, she enjoyed the additional
expenditure of 50 millions, or of $10/00,000 a year levied
on the South

Is it wonderful that, under such a course of policy, the
poorest section of the Union should be the richest, and
the South should, with all her vast resources, linger in her
prosperity ? I will go a step further into detail. (<ook al

t the collections of the customs From the foundation of
the government to the year 1*40, there was expended for
the collection bf customs fifty-three millions of dollars,
ol which only ten millions weir expended at the South.
Is it surprising, then, thai New York and the other large
cities of the North where these moneys are collected, and
this syMem of expenditure is adopted, should thrive and
grow' Nor is that all. Turn to a inatler which ought
to have been eijual in its operation, if anything could be

equal.I allude to the pensioning of our revolutionary
soldiers We had 2,380,000 people al the time of our

revolution, and the North had 2,300,000. According to

General Knox's report, the North sent 100 out of 227, of
military age in 17V0; the South 100 out ol 209. The
South, therefore, when these soldiers were to be endowed
with pensions, ought to have received more than the
North How has it turned out 4 In 1848 1 ont of every
62 of the men of military age in 1780 was a revolutionary
l>ensioner in the North, and only 1 out of 110 in the
South New England alone had then 3,116 of these pen¬
sioners.more than there were in all the slave Slates to¬

gether.and New York two-thirds, when she con¬

tributed not one-aevenih as much to the war A calcu¬
lation (founded on data) in No. 307, Sen. Doc., 1H38-M9,
shows that from 17V1 to 1838, inclusive, #35,W8,4»84
have been paid for revolutionary pensions; of which
the North received $18,262,507, or #127 2d for every

soldier she had in ihe war, and the South $7,336,-
367.being only $4'.i 8w for each of her soldiers.

It might be said lhat thi* was owing to the negligence
of the South.that the southern people did not come in

and ask for pensions. In reply to that, I would mention
what I have been informed at the Pension Office I was
told that a law was paused in Massachusetts at the open
ing of the revolutionary war which required every man

between the age* of sixteen and sixty to enrol his name.

Thus the whole male population ol Massachusetts were en¬

rolled; and, when the pension system came to be a I opted,
Massachusetts brought here this list as evidence of revo¬

lutionary services, and it was acknowledged I do
not know thai the people of Massachusetts are to blame

for this ; for if governments will pay out money I know

people will generally take it; and our northern friends
are not the peopU who will pass by the door when it ie

open for them to obtain money. A man in South Carolina,
who, I Iran), had fought under Marion and Sumter
throughout the whole war, and lived in swamps.wherethe muster rolU were loat, amidul the rams and wet thfty had
to encounter.could not establish his claim to a panaioDfrom the general government The State of South Car¬
olina was obliged to pension these soldiers herself to the
amount of many thousand dollars a year. Brtore the
United States adopted the pension system, South Carolina
paid ten thousand dollars a year to her revolutionarysoldiers.Massachusetts paid only two. When the mat¬
ter fell into the hands of the general government, they
were reversed.
These are some of the incidents in which the favor of

ihe government has beeji unequally bestowed. Let
me allude to another subject.the public lands. 1 wish
to show to the Senate that in all the operations of this
government there is but one stury throughout.the North
lives, the South sutlers. Turn to the public lands. The
sales up to January 1, 1840, amount to 137,000,000.
70,000,000 of this result from the sales of lands in the
Northwest Territory, 33,U00,000 more from lands given
by the State of Georgia, making 112,000,000 out of
137,000,000 given by the South. How has the govern¬
ment signalized its benefactions in its donations .' The
free States have taken 5,474,475 acres, worth at the public
[irice, $7,554,002, while the slave States have received
unly $3,000,000.less than one-half.
The system of internal improvement has been long a

»ource of contention. In 1845 there had been spent byLhe general government on roads, harbor#, and rivers,
sxclusive of the Mississippi and Ohio livers, which aie
:omirion to both sections, $15,201,223. Of this sum, the
South received $2,757,610, while the North obtained
J12.743.407. Is it wonderful that the North favors this
policy ?

I will notice one more rather small affair; but it
shows the invariable tendency of things in the policy of
this government. I allude to the fishing bounties. 1
know very well the reason which was assigned for those
lishing bounties. It was to encourage seamen, with a
view to the delence of the country. So in all these ap¬
propriations and all these schemes, by which the North
lias been aggrandized at the expense of the South, high
and generous motives were urged in their support. It
was not merely the interests of the country at large; it
was not merely to encourage seamen that the system was

begun ; And it is only continued because it is profitable to
the North. The navigation and seamen of the North are
sustained principally by the whale fisheries and the cot¬
ton of the South. And now, when our navigation ex¬
ceeds that of any nation in the world, we still see this
small affair going on .small apparently, but amounting,
in a lew years, to a very large sum. How much do you
think the North has got by these fishing bounties alone?
Out of $10,000,000 paid out of the treasury of the United
States, the slavehoMing States have received $150,000,
and the North $7,850,000. It is impossible to estimate
exactly the value to the North of the monopoly they
enjoy of our whole coasting trade, and the employment
to their shipping the transportation of our cotton affords.
It has been estimated by some able men at not less than
#40,000,000 a year. The gulf-stream of prosperity
sweeps from the South to the North.
Mr. President, under such financial operations of the

Government, the result upon the two sections ol the
nion must be inevitable. Let us compare the condition

of the two sections of the country just before our revolu¬
tion and forty years after. In 1700- 69 the sc uthern States,
with a population, a* I have stated, of 1,200,000a export¬
ed produce to the value of $12,297,705, while the exports
of New England, New York, and Pennsylvania, with a

population of 1,300,000, were only $0,356,035.less than
one-fourth. Forty years later, in 18^1 to '30, the exports
of the same southern States were but little more than
one-half of these Mine northern States.222 millions of
dollars to 427. In 17OO-'0O South Carolina and Georgia
exported twice as much in value as all New England,
New York, and Pennsylvania. Of these exports the
greater part was from South Carolina, as Georgia was in
her infancy. In 1821-30 these States were exceeded by
New York alone In the former period Virginia and
Maryland extorted five times as much in value as all
New England, eight times as much as New York, and
thirteen and a half times more than Pennsylvania. But,
in the latter peuod, Virginia and Maryland exported but
ninety-two millions, whilst New England exported one

hundred and thirty-six millions, and New York two
hundred and fifteen millions. The registered tonnage ol
South Carolina, Irom 17'jl to 1837, actually diminished
fifty per cent ; whilst that of New York doubled, and
that of Massachusetts trebled.
Mr. President, 1 have none into these (Mails to (show

the operations of the general government upon the two
tactions of the Union. You will see that in former days
we of the South were prosperous and happy. How are

we now Our commerce is flown, our peace destroyed,
our equality denied The North, formerly poor, now
riots in prosperity, and not only threatens our liberties,
but our existence itself. Can the operations of a govern-
ment which produces such results amongst equal Slates
and equal men be constitutional ! What was the priii-
ciple of taxation for which our fathers contended in our

revolution ! It was this: that the people of South Caro-
lina should tax themselves, and thus rule themselves in
taxation. Have the jieople of South Carolina, for the
last twenty-five years, taxed themselves, or ruled them-
selves in taxation No, sir. Every tariff, including the
tariff of 1VJ4, has been against their views of their
rights and interests Her representatives in Congress
have presented one continual and unchanging protest
against your whole system of taxation and expenditure.
In what respect are the people ot South Carolina now

different from the state in which their ancestors would
have been if they had submitted to the taxation of Eng¬
land We are taxed against our consent.taxed in spite
of our representatives. Although it is true that our an¬

cestors contended that we should not be taxed without
representation, yet, when the British ministry proposed
that we should have six representatives in Parliament,
they rejected it; and why ' Because six representatives
could not control the taxes to be laid upon them. They
would have been as nothing in a Parliament of six hun-
dred men, having different interests, and necessarily ruling
and overruling them They, therefore, disdained the
proposition The |>eople of Sooth Carolina have stood in

exactly the same position in the Congress of the United
States that our fathers would have done in the British
Parliament. VV'e have been taxed without our consent,
in spite of our representatives Our fathers fought for
self-government, self-taxation, self-appropriation of the
taxes after they were raised That was the ground for
which they fought; and they said that if they did not

fight they would not only be subject colonies, but degra¬
ded and ruined colonies ; England would exhaust their
means by raising taxes to be expended away fjom
them Are we in any other condition now? The
South is nothing else now but the very best colony to
the North any people ever |>oe*eeaed England ban
not now, and never had, such colonies The. feeble
South has been uniformly taxed against her will, con-

frary lo her will, and against her conviction ot

right. Under the pretext of levying duties for revenue,

this government has laid duties, not for revenue, but to

the exclusion of revenue, for the benefit of northern
manufacturers, and has thus compelled the southern
(>eople to minister to the aggrandizement and wealth of
the North. At this moment, in Great Britain.that coun-

try where, according to even senatorial orators, the
people are ground to powder.the tariff is but 2<> per cent

and that 011 the luxuries of life ours is 3o per cent, on

the necessities of life. We are colonies, sir; and, after!
submitting to the operation of such a system of govern¬
ment for so many years, is it at all surprising that now,;
in her day of culminating prosperity and power, the
North, having already taken twenty-eight States, should
also take territory from the South enough for twenty-one
more ! No, sir, it is not at all surprising
When the question in relation to the Territories came

up, what had we a right to expect, except that the prin
ciple which had heretofore governed the North should
govern them then ? I knew that it would be so I am

not one of those who have been deceived by the result
I knew it wnuld be so and henre when, on returning to

the city of Charleston, I was railed upon to give an ac¬

count of my mission.anil after a representative had pre¬
viously declared that, in his opinion, the line of 96 den
30 mm. would he adopted by the North.1 Irankly staled
my opinion that it would not be conceded to us I there
said that the South would not even get the poor pittance
of 36 dei. 30 min , although that would give ner but
one-fourth of the territory. Subsequent events have re¬

alized what 1 then said. i/>oking at what had occured in

IS33, when the other southern States, alter having taken
high ground with South Carolina, abandoned her, I ven¬

tured lo suggest then, also, that it was probable they
would do so again; and in thai event I was for South
Carolina resisting alone In expressing this opinion I did
no more than counsel South Carolina to do what Vir¬

ginia, Georgia, Mississippi, and other southern States had
declared they would do. They declared, not that they
would wait for assistance from other Stales, but that

they themselves, each for itself, would, at every hazard,
and to the last extremity, resist the«e aggressions
The eont»oversy of our fathers was a controversy for

principle Ours is not a controversy for principle It is

not even a controversy for liberty We have conceded

our liberty us to taxation as well tin ex|>eiiditure. We
have allowed the constitution to be trampled under foot.and, when tlu» last gieut outiage occul ted, it wu (ilauithat if the North got the ascendency as to the appropria¬
tion uf the Territories, it would not be with us a questionof libei'ty, hut it would be « question of existence. The
South must he free, or the South must perish. That is
her doom. If uny other people, or any other nation uponearth, is to control her destinies, she must be blotted out
from the list of States It is in vain to look for concilia¬
tion on the oart of the North. It is in vain to expect
that they will stay their policy of self-aggrandizemeut.They may pause, hut not stop. The policy of this Union
is under the control of northern sentiment and northern
interests ; ami in pursuing this course, they will only do
what probably every other people would do under the
same circumstances. If the South stood in precisely the
same position, 1 do not know that she would not pursuethe saone course toward the North which the North has
pursued Ioward the South ; for 1 have a profound con¬
viction of the utter weakness and (terversity of our fallen
nattne

Air President, it is not the part of a patriot or a brave
man ever to despair. Looking over the condition of things,I would wish any man who can comprehend the positionof the South in relation to the North to tell me whether
it is possible to avoid the conflict that must come. And
it the conflict is to come, what can the South gain by de¬
lay .' What can the citizens of the cotton Slates gain by
postponing this controversy If you ktiow that you have
a deadly enemy, and that he is determined to destroy
you.that he only waits for midnight to light the fire that
will involve your family in flames.will you wait until
the night comes and the torch is appliedor will you not
mei't him iu open contest and open day, and settle for him
and lor you, and for those dependent upon you, the great
question whether you shall live or die ! The South can
gain nothing by delay. Hence it is that I have been for
secession with other southern States ; and if they would
not »ecede with us, 1 have been for the secession of South
Carolina alone. Stie can but he subjected and enslaved ;
we can but have those guns now monnted at Fort Moul-
tre and the bayonets of the soldiers within its walls used
against us. We are how nothing hut an outraged and
degraded colony. Worse than that, we are an insulted
and endangered, colony; and if we do not shortly right
ourselves, in my opinion we must soon be a ruined col¬
ony. The fate of Jamaica must be ours, although our

country is different from Jamaica, where the beasts of the
field and the Alricaii do not necessarily take possession
of the home ol the once proud Anglo-Saxon. I am for
meeting the difficulty now. The sooner, in my estima¬
tion, the better lor the People I represent.the better for
the whole South. If the South cannot unite in making
one common effort, let one State, if she lias the courage
and the power, do it, and for good or evil bravely dare
the consequences. That is my counsel for the State I
represent.my counsel for the South.

But we are told that we have no right to secede from
the Union, and that the general government will bayonet
and shoot us if we make the attempt. Sir, what the gov¬
ernment will or will not do is not a question for freemen.
With them, mere force never yet satisfied or deters. Has
a State a right to secede from the Union ! That is the
question. It she has the right, what matters it that mere
brute power stands in the way I am not to be deterred
by the accumulation of force recently sent to the United
States forts in Charleston bay. No, sir: if 1 needed any¬
thing to inspire me to march on, it would be that; because
it proves that this government is prepared to be a despo¬
tism.a military, coercive, bloody desjiolism.such as

lately subjected Hungary to Austria. In that attitude, so
lar frotn shrinking from the controversy, my spirit rises
higher, and 1 am more prepared than ever to meet this
conflict, whatever it may be, and to ca«ry it on to the
last.

But, sir, I will now endeavor to show that the State of
South Carolina hits a right to Recede from this Union if
she thinks tit. The ri^ht of recession is not a right de¬
rived from the constitution of the United States. I ob¬
served that, in some resolutions which were laid before
us the other day, it was spoken of as a right not granted
by the constitution. Why, sir, the right to hold legiala-
tive assemblies, and of taxing our people, and all the
other |>owers connected with a State government, existed
before the constitution, and are not granted by the con¬
stitution of the United States. The right to secede, like
all these poweis, is a reserved right. It is a necessary
incident connected with the reserved sovereignty of the
States One Slate could not give to another, and the
constitution could not give to the States, the right to se¬
cede. They hail it previously. The first question for us
to consider is, were the States sovereign If they were
sovereigns, is there anything in the constitution of the
United Sta'es to impair that sovereignty If the State*
weie sovereign.if the constitution is a compact between
(hem, and if 111 that constitution there is no concesaion.
no grant of the sovereignty of the States.that sovereign¬
ty still exists. Although the State does not and could
not contain in it a grant of sovereignty, vet it does in sev¬
eral clause*, in one particular, distinctly recognise it. I
allude now to that clause concerning treason. It reads
thus:
" Treason against the United States shall consist only in

Isvying war against ihein, [the (states,] or in adhering to
Uia.r enemies, [the enemies of tbe Slates,] giving tham aid
and comlort.

Treason in a violation of your allegiance to your sov-

ereign. Allegiance, according to the laws of nations, i« a
correlative to protection. The sovereign protects; and
on that ground allegiance is due, and treaaon is a viola¬
tion of that allegiance, See the close connexion between
the sovereignty ol the State and treason. Against whom
can treason be committed under the constitution of the
United States.' Against the government of the United
Stales.against the Union, or the people of the Union ag¬
gregately ! No, sir; the government is only the agent ol
the sovereignties ol the States. It is the creature or these
sovereignties.made for certain purposes, and endowed
with certain powers to effect them. But the sovereign¬
ties are the States, and hence the constitution speaks of
tbem as the sole objects of treason. There is, then, in this
article, although there can be no grant of sovereignty, a

distinct recognition of it in the conalitution. Treason
against the United States is a violation of allegiance to the
sovereignties who established the system of government,
and those sovereignties are described in the constitution
as the States A person levying war against Ihtm, or

giving aid and comfort to their enemies, is guilty of trea¬
son.showing distinctly that treason can Tie committed
against them and against them only.

Hut let us leave tnat question, and go higher up in the
argument. 1 pray the Senate to bear with me, because,
if my conception of public affairs is correct, this is no

idle dissertaiion ; it is no by play here for the entertain¬
ment of the audience; hut it is a question upon which
bayonets may be croased and blood may be spilled
Therefore it is important for every man in the preeent
slate of things at the South to know where his duty lies,
in flrder that he may discharge it faithfully to that au¬

thority which has a right to demand its exercise.
Let us go back of the ronstitution, where this question

projierly belongs The Declaration of Independence de¬
clares tha States to be free, sovereign, and independent
Slates. 1 have heard it said that that was a united decla¬
ration, and that, therefore, it only meant that the States
were sovereign and inde(iendent unitedly. The State I
represent did not wait for the Declaration of Independ¬
ence to establish her independent existence. Neither
did the |>eople of Virginia, nor the people of New
Jersey. In March, 177H, the people of South Caro¬
lina set ui> for themselves a government and a con¬

stitution of their own I'ardon me here, air, if I digress,
and state how they accomplished it. They were notrery
scrupulous concerning the words traitors and demagogue*
They were inient upon things, and did not fear the words
rebel and traitor when they were fulminated against
them Not having arma, they determined to seize 1,200
muskets from the British arsenal at night. It so hap¬
pened that that very night they were to execute their in^
lention they heard the glorious news of the battle of

Lexington. Yob may easily imsgine that it did not dia
pint them ; hut they marched in upon the British garri¬
son that night, and seized the l,^00 musket*.an open,
acknowledged art of treason. I hey wanted powder,
and seized a government vessel containing it, lying at St.
Augustine, and supplied themselves. A proposition
made in their self-constituted assembly by Arthur Mid-
dleton to lake the British governor. Lord William Camp¬
bell. into custody. It was nearly carried; and the gor-
erno'r, finding the colony a bad place to be in, thought it
beM to go out, and accordly he went aboard the British
sloop o? war Tamer, then lying with the CherokM in
Charleston bay. Our ancestors were not salisfled to

leave him there ; they determined to drive him and the
vessels out of the bay ; and they accordingly organized
a force to seize Fort Johnson. The British military, Me-
ing their design, dismounted the guns, and went on board
the sloops-of-war The cannon were soon remounted,
and a battery constrncted the other aide of the bay. where
Fort Moultrie now stands They opened a fire on

the British ships, and drove them out of the bay.
That was the way in which they got rid of the British
government and governor. They then met and forme 1 a

constitution, of which the preamble set forth their wrongs
and erievanc.es They adopted a constitution on thB 4th
of March previous to the 4th of July when the Declara-


